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City of Helena Open Lands Division Proposed Major Projects ς City Recommendations Calendar Year 2022 
 

Projects are evaluated based on alignment with the goals identified in Chapter 7, public feedback received to 
date, Helena Open Lands (HOL) needs, available resources and guidance from HOLMAC. 
 
Upper DeFord trail (North of the Old Shooting Range parking lot) ς Brad Langsather, Presenter 
Current Situation 
There is an existing, unmanaged bike skills area located between the DeFord trail and Davis Street that has 
numerous, unsigned entry points and no outflow trail. Additionally, bike traffic descending down the DeFord trail, 
from its southernmost intersection with Davis Street to its northern intersection with Davis Street, adds to trail 
congestion and creates safety concerns for some trail users. 
 
Recommendation 
The City recommends implementation of the following items: 

1. Improve DeFord trail from the Old Shooting Range parking lot to the Archery Range parking lot (suggested: 
widen and improve surface ς decomposed granite or other such option; pedestrian lights/signage as it 
crosses Davis Gulch Road). 

2. Designate DeFord trail as defined in 1 as a Shared-Use-path although downhill bike traffic will be 
discouraged. 

3. Create a directional bike trail from where the DeFord trail begins after crossing Davis Gulch Rd to the 
Archery Range parking lot and develop signage to encourage downhill bike traffic to use the directional 
trail. 

4. Improve DeFord trail from where the trail begins after crossing Davis Gulch Rd to Eagle Scout Trailhead to 
include, where appropriate, signage, fencing, and high mark remediation. Signage recommendations 
include speed-related signage, and community norm-ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƎƴŀƎŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜέΦ 

5. Improve directional bike skills course from north of the Archery Range parking lot to where the DeFord 
Trail joins Davis Gulch Road to include a sessioning trail to encourage bike traffic to stay on the skills 
course. 

6. Consider the creation of ADA parking in the Archery Range parking lot. 
7. Explore the possibility of completing a feasibility study to explore options for increased accessibility from 

the Archery Range parking lot to Eagle Scout Trailhead. 
 

 
Upper DeFord trail (South of the Old Shooting Range parking lot) ς Brad Langsather, Presenter 
Current Situation 
The topography in the Dry Gulch bottom south of the Old Shooting lends that portion of the DeFord trail residing 
on this landscape to improvement/modification with regards to slope width, slope, and surface thereby making 
it more accessible. Additionally, there is currently a lack of adequate signage to discourage pedestrians and/or 
bikes form traveling uphill within the Upper Davis Bike Skills Course.  Finally, in the event that the Upper DeFord 
Trail becomes an accessible trail, there is currently no opportunity for the disabled community to access a charging 
station to power their electric assist devices.  

 

City of Helena Parks, Recreation, and Open Lands Departments 
316 North Park Avenue, Room 405 

Helena, Montana 59601 
Phone: 406.447.8463 

https://www.helenamt.gov/parks.html 
  

https://www.helenamt.gov/parks.html
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Recommendation 
The City recommends we implement the following items: 

1. Improve DeFord trail (suggested: widen; improved surface-decomposed granite or other such option, 
raised trail where needed to prevent erosion). 

2. Improve signage at the entrance and exit of the DeFord and Bike Skills Course trails. 
3. Designate the DeFord trail as a Shared-Use path although downhill bike traffic will be discouraged. 
4. Explore the feasibility of installing a charging station for wheelchairs at the Old Shooting Range parking 

lot. 
 
Estimated Budget 

¶ $37,400.00 (Trail Construction, Fencing and Decomposed Granite/road mix) 
See Upper DeFord Improvement Project and Lower DeFord Improvement Project 
 
CITY RECOMMENDATION(S): Based on alignment with the goals identified in Chapter 7 (community access and 
use, future needs and growth), public feedback received to date, Helena Open Lands (HOL) needs, and available 
resources, City staff recommends that this project move forward as proposed. 
 
 

 
Mount Helena ADA Trail Construction Project ς Brad Langsather, Presenter 
Current Situation 
The current Mount Helena ADA trail terminates at its intersection point with the Ambrose Trail thereby preventing 
a portion of the disabled community from exploring the western reaches of Mount Helena City Park.   
 
Recommendation 
The City recommends implementation of the following items: 

1. Widen Approximately 6,780 feet of the existing Ambrose trail & surface with decomposed granite. 
2. Construct approximately 4,610 feet of new trail to an eventual intersection with the West LeGrande 

Cannon Boulevard Trail & surface with decomposed granite. 
3. Construct a pedestrian bridge capable of free spanning approximately 30 feet across a dry draw.   

 
Estimated Budget 

¶ $95,000.00 (Decomposed Granite & Lumber/Hardware, Staff Wages) 
 
CITY RECOMMENDATION(S): Based on comments received on this project, and available resources, this project 
will be removed from consideration in the 2021 City of Helena Open Lands Major Projects evaluation process. 
 
 

 
Whyte Acquisition Trail Improvement Projectς Brad Langsather, Presenter 
Current Situation 
The Whyte property was acquired by PPLT and subsequently donated to the city of Helena in 2019. The property 
comprises 90 acres primarily located to the south of the LeGrande Cannon trail west of the intersection between 
LeGrande Cannon Boulevard and Silverette Street (See Figure 1). The terrain generally gains elevation as it heads 
south towards the Mount Helena trail system and comprises grasslands as well as areas of Ponderosa Pine. There 
are a number of gullies and drainages within the area. Existing trails are primarily historic jeep, motorcycle, and 
game trails and a number of them connect to trails within the Helena Open Lands system. There are no 
intentionally designed trails within the area and many trails do cross private property boundaries. A number of 
trails are located on unsustainable grades and are candidates for closure or rerouting. It is challenging to come to 
an exact figure but PPLT estimates that there are approximately 4 miles of existing trails on the 90 acre property. 
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The LeGrande Cannon trail has an informal parking area located on either side of the trail that is managed by the 
City of Helena. Much of the LeGrande Cannon trail itself, as well as the western parking area, are located on Lewis 
and Clark County ownership.  
  
There are two main north/south trails that anchor the trails on the property: Road to Mars to the east and Seven 
Sisters to the west. Between these trails lies the bulk of the remaining intersecting trails and access points. Notably 
there are existing trails west of Seven Sisters that connect to the western parking area and trails to the east of 
Road to Mars that exist almost entirely on private land. For the purpose of this assessment PPLT will reference 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΥ wƻŀŘ ǘƻ aŀǊǎΣ {ŜǾŜƴ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ aŜŀŘƻǿέΦ ¢ƘŜ aŜŀŘƻǿ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 
relatively gentle topography to the east of Seven Sisters that comprises a number of existing trails. 
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Recommendations 
 
Reference Maps: 
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Recommended Closures, Designated Unmaintained Non-system Trails, and Reroutes: 
 
Introduction: 
Many trails on the Whyte property exist on unsustainable grades or on private property and as such should be 
closed or rerouted. This assessment includes three categories: recommended closure, designate unmaintained 
non-system trail, or reroute. A number of the trails identified within this assessment recommended for closure 
may be appropriate for use as access roads for fire suppression or weed and forestry management. City staff will 
review this assessment and determine which trails may be kept for access purposes. For the purposes of this 
assessment trails recommended as closure mean that these routes will not be included on any future maps and 
Ŧǳƭƭ ƻōƭƛǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ άŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜ ǳƴƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƴƻƴ-ǎȅǎǘŜƳέ 
trail are either trails where full obliteration would not be possible or are candidates for use as access routes, these 
would also not be shown on maps. It is challenging to get trail users to respect trail closures, this category is also 
for trails that PPLT staff believe changing existing behavior patterns will be exceedingly difficult. Any trail with this 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ tt[¢Ωǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ wŜǊƻǳǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ 
to improve existing trails to fix an existing issue. These issues include unsustainable existing routes and private 
property encroachment. Note that all reroutes and proposed new routes shown on the maps are approximations 
and these routes would need to be formally laid out, flagged, and, ultimately, approved by city staff. 
 
Road to Mars Area: 
 

 
 

All trails east of Road to Mars located on private 

property were not assessed and should either be closed 
formally or signed and fenced appropriately to notify 
trail users of private property trespass.  
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The Meadow Area: 
 

 
 

Reroute Road to Mars in two locations to relocate trail off of private 
property. 

Reroute small section of trail west of Road to Mars to improve 
trail sustainability. Reroute trail connecting to the Meadow. 

Close and obliterate trails exiting the Meadow that go 
directly up the fall line. 
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Seven Sisters Area: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Designate the southern trail as an unmaintained non-
system trail due to fall-line nature and suitability as an 
access road. 
 

Close and obliterate the unsustainable Seven Sisters 
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non-system trail due to trail unsustainability and suitability 
as an access road.  
 


